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Two objects were to be gained by the miracles
of our Redeemer and his apostles: the one to
illustrate his own glory as the Son of God, the
Messiah of Israel, and to prove his mission as
God's great apostle, competent to instruct men in
divine fact and truth, necessary to be known for
their salvation; and the other to give proof cor-
responding to the claim that the Gospel is
" worthy of all acceptation/* and the only true
religion upon the face of the earth. These ob-
jects were secured not merely by the miraculous
nature of his works, overwhelming men with the
utmost astonishment, but by their moral charac-
ter, leading them to see that the moral ailments
of the soul could only find relief in him whose
divine benevolence was expended incuiing those
natural diseases which were beyond the reach of
human skill; for these miracles were not only
great, but gracious; not only mighty, but merci-
ful; not only demonstrative of inherent divine
power, but of unspeakably benevolent design m
him who came to announce himself able and will-
ing to save every soul reposing in him for abso-
lute deliverance from "the second death/* and
for absolute hcstowmcnt of a glorious immortality.
Considered as works of supernatural power, mir-
acles were designed as the seal of heaven to stamp
his mission and his gospel with the authority of
Almighty God; considered as works of benevo-
lence, they were intended to win the confidence
of every generous heart to both, as the Saviour
and the means of salvation befitting the nature
of divine mercy, and every way suited to the